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To  the  Members  of  the  Coives  Urban  District  Council: — 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1959. 

The  Birth  Rate  remained  much  the  same  at  13.6. 

The  Death  Rate  fell  from  14.0  to  13.1. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  fell  from  21.2  to  4.3  and 
no  death  of  an  illegitimate  infant  occurred. 

There  was  no  death  in  the  maternal  mortality  classi- 
fication. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  fell  from  36  to  33, 
eight  of  these  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  (6  males,  2 
females). 

Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  female  breast  rose  from  1 to  4. 

Heart  disease  was  certified  as  being  the  cause  of  death 
in  99  cases.  Coronary  artery  disease  was  the  cause  in  40  of 
the  cases,  33  in  males  and  7 in  females.  It  appears  that 
females  have  a certain  degree  of  natural  immunity  to  this 
condition. 

One  death  was  recorded  as  due  to  a motor  accident. 

There  were  no  cases  of  suicide  during  the  year. 

Eleven  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  pneumonia  and  twelve 
due  to  bronchitis,  the  English  Disease. 

In  1959,  eighty  cases  of  measles  occurred  but  it  was 
necessary  to  admit  only  one  case  to  hospital,  where  recovery 
was  complete. 

Only  one  case  of  whooping  cough  was  notified  during 
the  year  but  it  is  hard  to  believe  that  this  presents  anything 
like  the  true  picture. 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified. 

There  was  no  diphtheria,  enteric  fever,  or  poliomyelitis. 

Fifty  two  samples  of  milk  (raw)  were  examined  during 
the  year.  In  no  case  was  Tuberculosis  or  Brucella  Abortus 
isolated. 

Sonne  Dysentery 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  Sonne  dysentery  was  wide- 
spread in  tlie  town. 
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On  February  1 3th,  while  inspecting  the  infectious  disease 
returns  I noticed  that  four  cases  of  “gastric  influenza”  had 
been  notified  from  an  Infants  School.  Because  I was 
suspicious  of  this  diagnosis  I arranged  for  bacteriological 
examination  of  the  excreta  of  these  children  to  be  carried 
out.  On  February  20th  one  of  the  children  was  reported 
on  by  the  laboratory  as  having  Sonne  dysentery  organisms 
in  the  stool,  and  the  following  day  two  more  of  the  children 
were  reported  on  as  being  positive  for  Sonne  dysentery.  I 
excluded  the  three  positive  cases  from  school  and  notified 
the  general  practitioners  concerned  so  that  treatment 
could  be  started.  A systematic  examination  of  specimens 
from  the  whole  school  then  began. 

On  February  25th  I was  notified  that  the  father  and 
sister  of  one  of  the  original  cases  had  positive  Sonne  dysen- 
tery stools. 

On  February  21st  a three  months  old  girl  who  had  been 
admitted  to  the  Royal  Isle  of  Wight  County  Hospital  as  a 
case  of  gastro-enteritis  was  found  to  be  suffering  from 
Sonne  dysentery  and  was  transferred  to  Fairlee  Hospital. 
Examination  of  her  contacts  revealed  that  her  sister,  a 
pupil  at  the  school  mentioned  above,  was  also  positive  for 
Sonne  dysentery. 

During  the  investigation  of  this  disease  certain  sanitary 
defects  were  disclosed  in  the  old  school  which  had  a close 
bearing  on  the  dissemination  and  persistence  of  the  infection, 
for  example  the  two  external  lavatories  in  the  playground 
were  considered  archaic  and  insanitary,  and  no  hot  water 
was  provided  for  the  staff  wash  basins.  The  defects  were 
pointed  out  to  the  Education  Department  of  the  County 
Council  who  already  had  some  improvements  at  the  school 
under  way. 

Health  Education  material  was  widely  used  by  the 
Cowes  Urban  District  Council  during  the  period  under 
consideration. 

Sewage  Contamination  of  Bathing  Beaches 

During  the  past  ten  years,  increasing  attention  has 
centred  on  the  discharge  of  sewage  into  coastal  waters.  This 
practice  has  been  widely  criticized  on  the  grounds  that 
sewage-polluted  sea  water  is  a health  hazard  to  bathers. 
Demands  are  consequently  made  for  more  elaborate  or  even 
for  full  treatment  of  the  sewage  of  coastal  towns  so  as  to 
offset  this  risk.  The  presumption  that  such  a risk  exists  has, 
however,  not  been  supported  by  adequate  bacteriological  or 
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epidemiological  evidence.  Both  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
and  Public  Health  Engineers  have  pressed  for  detailed  studies 
of  the  subject  on  which  a rational  policy  could  be  based. 

In  1953,  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  set  up  a 
committee  with  the  following  terms  of  reference:  (1)  to  study 
the  contamination  of  coa.stal  bathing  beaches  by  sewage;  (ii) 
to  assess  the  risk  to  health  of  bathing  in  sewage-polluted  sea 
water;  (hi)  to  consider  the  practicability  of  laying  down 
bacteriological  standards  for  bathing  beaches  or  of  grading 
them  according  to  the  degree  of  pollution  to  which  they  are 
exposed. 

Summary 

1.  Bacteriological  surveys  of  more  than  forty  popular 
bathing  beaches  around  the  coasts  of  England  and  Wales 
have  been  made  during  the  past  5 years.  The  great  majority 
of  the  beaches  studied  were  subject  to  contamination  with 
sewage. 

2.  A rough  grading  of  the  beaches  studied  gave  a 
similar  ranking  order  whether  the  results  of  the  presumptive 
coliform  test  or  faecal  coli  counts  were  used  as  the  basis  of 
grading. 

3.  Grading  of  beaches  was  valid  only  when  surveys 
were  carefully  planned  to  ensure  representative  sampling 
from  the  areas  on  the  beaches  concerned  where  bathing 
actually  took  place. 

4.  The  coliform  test  as  used  in  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  drinking  waters  was  the  main  test  procedure 
used  but  had  certain  limitations.  Promising  results  with 
plate  counts  on  relatively  non-inhibitory  media  were 
obtained. 

5.  Various  salmonella  serotypes,  notably  Salm.  para- 
typhi B,  were  isolated  in  small  numbers  from  a high  pro- 
portion of  sea-water  samples.  The  proportion  of  positive 
results  for  salmonella  isolation  increased  from  13.3%  in 
samples  with  less  than  1000  coliform  organisms  per  100  ml. 
to  40.1%  in  samples  with  over  10,000  coliforms  per  100  ml. 
Comparison  of  the  numbers  of  salmonellae  isolated  with  what 
is  known  of  the  minimum  infective  doses  of  these  organisms 
suggested  that  very  large  volumes  of  sea  water  would  require 
to  be  ingested  for  infection  to  occur. 

6.  Polio  virus  was  not  isolated  from  a small  series  of 
sea-water  samples  examined.  Because  of  the  very  large 
dilution  factor,  special  concentration  procedures  would 
probably  be  required  to  isolate  this  virus  from  sea  water. 
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7.  Four  cases  of  paratyphoid  fever  probably  due  to 
bathing  were  recorded.  Surveys  of  the  two  associated 
beaches  had  given  median  presumptive  coliform  counts  of 
more  than  10,000  per  100  ml.,  and  both  showed  gross 
macroscopic  pollution  with  sewage. 

8.  A statistically  controlled  study  of  the  bathing 
histories  of  150  poliomyelitis  cases  in  children  living  per- 
manently by  the  seaside  gave  no  evidence  that  bathing  had 
played  any  part  in  causing  the  disease. 

General  Conclusions 

The  following  general  conclusions  were  drawn  as  a result 
of  the  investigations  reported: 

(i)  That  bathing  in  sewage-polluted  sea  water  carries 
only  a negligible  risk  to  health,  even  on  beaches  that  are 
aesthetically  very  unsatisfactory. 

(ii)  That  the  minimal  risk  attending  such  bathing  is 
probably  associated  with  chance  contact  with  intact  aggre- 
gates of  faecal  material  that  happen  to  have  come  from 
infected  persons. 

(iii)  That  the  isolation  of  pathogenic  organisms  from 
sewage-contaminated  sea  water  is  more  important  as 
evidence  of  an  existing  hazard  in  the  populations  from  which 
the  sewage  is  derived  than  as  evidence  of  a further  risk  of 
infection  in  bathers. 

(iv)  That,  since  a serious  risk  of  contracting  disease 
through  bathing  in  sewage-polluted  sea  water  is  probably 
not  incurred  unless  the  water  is  so  fouled  as  to  be  aesthetically 
revolting,  public  health  requirements  would  seem  to  be 
reasonably  met  by  a general  policy  of  improving  grossly 
insanitary  bathing  waters  and  of  preventing  so  far  as 
possible  the  pollution  of  bathing  beaches  with  undisinte- 
grated faecal  matter  during  the  bathing  season. 

Sudden  Death  in  Babies 

Considerable  research  is  being  undertaken  on  the 
problem  of  unexpected  deaths  in  infants.  One  worker  has 
succeeded  in  showing  that  reaction  to  milk  could  be  produced 
experimentally  in  animals  which  closely  resembled  the  post 
mortem  findings  in  infants  who  were  presumed  to  have  died 
from  suffocation  or  infection. 

This  work  is  of  great  importance  because  of  the  extreme 
distress  caused  to  parents  of  children  who  have  been  recorded 
as  dying  of  suffocation,  and  the  overt  guilt  which  the  parents 
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naturally  feel  on  such  a finding  when  a child  is  found  dead  in 
a cot  or  pram. 


Cigarette  Smoking 

Few  doctors  and  perhaps  few  laymen  would  seriously 
question  the  existence  of  one  or  more  causative  links  between 
cigarette  smoking  and  much  of  the  disease  occurring  in  the 
lung,  not  necessarily  cancer.  There  is  a strong  association 
between  chronic  bronchitis  and  cigarette  smoking  and  the 
smoking  of  cigarettes  may  well  be  a cause  of  the  breakdown 
of  healed  tuberculosis  in  the  lung. 

It  is  also  suspected  that  other  body  systems  may  be 
likewise  harmed,  for  example  there  is  strong  evidence  to 
suggest  that  heavy  cigarette  smoking  may  contribute  to  or 
accelerates  the  development  of  disease  of  the  coronary 
arteries. 

Working  Mothers — the  effect  on  young  children 

There  is  more  than  one  way  of  being  cruel  to  a child. 
The  more  frank  and  obvious  forms  of  cruelty  are  capable  of 
being  punished  and  the  punishment  inflicted  by  the  Courts 
has,  added  to  it,  social  ostracization.  Again  it  is  in  respect 
of  the  deliberate  or  neglectful  form  of  cruelty  that  action  is 
almost  invariably  taken.  Good  intentions  are  taken  into 
consideration  and  the  genuine  motivating  force  distilled 
from  the  frequently  conflicting  cloud  of  emotional  forces 
tends  to  obscure  a clear  and  unbiased  view. 

One  form  of  neglect  and  one  which  is  calculated  to 
produce  an  immense  amount  of  suffering,  if  not  permanent 
damage  to  the  personality  on  a subconscious  level,  is  involved 
in  the  employment  of  married  women  with  young  children. 

When  a woman’s  family  is  grown  up  it  may  well  be  a 
good  thing  for  her  and  indirectly,  her  family’s  mental  health 
if  she  obtains  some  form  of  occupation  outside  the  home,  not 
necessarily  a gainful  occupation.  The  picture  and  effect  is 
quite  different  where  there  are  young  children  in  the  home. 

It  is  believed  to  be  an  essential  for  mental  health  that 
the  infant  and  young  child  should  experience  a warm, 
intimate  and  continuous  relationship  with  his  mother.  If 
this  relationship  is  in  fact  established  the  emotions  of 
anxiety  and  guilt,  which  when  present  in  excess  characterize 
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certain  forms  of  mental  ill  health,  will  develop  in  a moderate 
and  controlled  way. 

When  this  occurs  the  child’s  emotions  will  remain  at 
moderate  strength  and  remain  within  the  control  of  his 
developing  personality.  Any  state  of  affairs  in  which  this 
relationship  does  not,  or  ceases  to,  exist  produces  deprivation 
effects  which  are  reflected  in  various  behaviour  disorders  and 
ultimately  neurosis  and  instability  of  character. 

It  has  been  clearly  shown  that  anxieties  arising  in  early 
childhood  predispose  the  children  to  respond  in  an  antisocial 
way  to  later  stresses.  No  amount  of  material  gain  is  of  the 
slightest  value  when  it  is  bought  at  the  expense  of  a child’s 
unhappiness. 

What  is  the  effect  on  the  young  mind  of  returning  home 
from  school  to  an  empty  house,  often  a cold  house,  a house 
without  a fire  and  without  the  most  potent  source  of  the 
family’s  warmth  and  comfort,  the  Mother?  In  my  opinion 
the  amount  of  damage  inflicted  in  this  way  may  be  incal- 
culable. 

There  is  another  result  of  the  mother  going  out  to  work. 
It  is  becoming  increasingly  obvious  that  in  far  too  many  cases 
young  children  in  the  infant  schools  are  being  sent  back  to 
school  after  an  illness  many  days  before  they  should  be. 

Teachers  are  distressed  at  the  condition  of  some  of  these 
children  and  take  it  upon  themselves,  entirely  in  the  interest 
of  the  child,  to  exclude  such  a child  until  it  is  fit.  In  all 
such  cases  it  has  been  found  that  the  mother  goes  out  to  work 
and  the  child  is  returned  to  school  primarily  to  suit  her 
convenience. 

In  certain  cases  it  may  be  true  that  a mother  is  not  able 
to  recognise  that  the  child  is  unwell.  On  the  whole  mothers 
may  be  divided  into  two  classes  with  a minority  in  each.  At 
one  end  of  the  scale  is  the  over-anxious  mother  who  coddles 
her  child  too  much,  while  at  the  other  end  is  the  mother  who 
seems  incapable  of  recognising  the  milder  and  more  serious 
forms  of  ill  health,  perhaps  being  in  culpable  ignorance. 

The  majority  of  mothers  fortunately  present  a well- 
balanced  degree  of  knowledge  in  respect  of  the  health  and 
well-being  of  their  children. 

There  does  not  seem  any  doubt  that  there  is  a need  for 
girls  in  the  last  year  at  Secondary  School  to  have  lectures  on 
Child  Care  and  Homecraft  and  for  their  interest  to  be  so 
stimulated  that  when  entering  upon  motherhood  they  will 


willingly  attend  the  talks  and  demonstrations  given  by  the 
Health  Visitors  at  the  Welfare  Clinics. 

It  remains  for  me  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  unfailing  help  and  encour- 
agement, and  the  staff  of  the  Department  for  their  consistent 
loyalty  and  devotion  to  duty  during  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  MILLS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS,  1959 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: — 

John  Mills,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P. 
(Lond.),  D.P.H. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: — 

R.  H.  Howard,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: — 

P.  G.  Woods,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,542 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1959)  per  rate 

books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,567 

Rateable  value,  as  at  31.3.59  ...  ...  ;(^248,564 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  (1958-59)  ...  £836 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

These  are  unchanged  since  the  last  report. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Figures)  ...  16,890 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.6 

Comparative  factor  (births)  ...  ...  ...  1.07 

Comparative  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  14.6 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25.3 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  ...  ...  ...  13.1 

Comparative  factor  (deaths)  ...  ...  ...  0.88 

Comparative  death  rate  ...  ...  ...  11.5 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Infantile  Mortality: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  4.3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  4.6 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  33 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

BIRTHS 

The  total  number  of  live  births  was  231,  giving  a live 
birth  rate  per  1,000  living  of  13.6,  the  corresponding  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  being  16.5. 
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DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths  was  221  giving  a death  rate  of  13.1 
j)er  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population.  The  corres- 
ponding rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.6. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  was  4.3 

per  1 ,000 

registered 

live  births,  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  22.0. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Cause 

Male 

Female 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  ... 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

6 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

3 

neoplasms 

8 

6 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  svstem 

12 

16 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

33 

7 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

5 

7 

Other  heart  disease 

23 

24 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

2 

2 

Influenza 

6 

3 

Pneumonia  ... 

6 

5 

Bronchitis  ... 

8 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

r 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

I 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

2 

6 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

All  other  accidents 

2 

2 

Suicide 

— 

— 

Other  violent  causes 

— 

— 

All  Causes  

125 

96 

10 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

12 

1 

— 

Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever  (including 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  

— 

— 

11* 

Erysipelas  

1 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

80 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

— 

Malaria  

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

10 

2 

— 

Totals 

104 

4 

1 1* 

♦This  figure  represents  certain  cases  of  pneumonia  which  are  not  notifiable. 


AGE  AT  DATE  OF  NOTIFICATION 


Age 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Food 

Poisoning 

Acute 

Encephalitis 

Under  1 

1 and  under  2 

2 „ 3 

3 ,,  4 

4 ,,  5 

5 10 

10  15 

15  ,,  20 

20  ,,  35 

35  ,,  45 

45  „ 65 

65  and  over 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

7 

9 

5 

9 

40 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

12 

— 

10 

— 

— 

1 

1 

80 

11 


TUBERCULOSIS 


tincluded  in  this  total  are  nine  transfers  from  the  mainland. 


* Includes  one  case  who  died  from  another  cause. 


PRINCIPAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LEGISLATION 
coming  into  operation  in  1959  include  the  following 
The  Fabrics  (Misdescription)  Regulations,  1959. 
Slaughterhouses  Reports  (Appointed  Day)  Order,  1959. 
Slaughterhouses  (Reports)  Direction,  1959. 

The  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958. 

The  Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilization)  Regulations,  1959 

The  Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilization  (Revocation)  ) 
Regulations,  1959. 

The  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  (Amendment)  Regula- 
tions, 1959. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty) 
Regulations,  1958. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959. 

The  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1959. 
Housing  (Underground  Rooms)  Act,  1959. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  URBAN 

DISTRICT 

Your  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  has  provided  the 
following  information  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the 
year  1959. 

The  increased  number  of  inspections  noted  in  the  last 
report  was  maintained  as  the  Department  retained  the 
services  of  the  normal  complement  of  two  Inspectors  during 
the  year. 

Even  with  the  amount  of  work  accomplished  during  the 
year,  I am  pleased  to  report  that  it  was  not  found  necessary 
to  resort  to  legal  action  to  secure  compliance  with  notices 
served  in  any  sphere  of  this  work. 

Work  in  connection  with  the  initial  surveys  of  food 
premises  in  the  district,  only  started  in  earnest  during  the 
previous  year,  was  almost  completed.  The  ready  co-opera- 
tion of  the  food  traders  in  the  town  in  complying  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  has  been 
much  appreciated,  and  detailed  figures  of  the  inspections  and 
notices  involved  appear  later  in  this  report. 

This  year  saw  the  implementation  of  the  Grant  scheme, 
both  Discretionary  and  Standard,  under  the  House  Purchase 
and  Housing  Act,  1959,  and  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
became  the  “Authorised  Officer”  for  this  purpose;  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  paying  three- 
quarters  and  the  Local  Authority  one  quarter  of  the  amounts 
of  payment  incurred.  The  amount  of  work  involved  in 
connection  with  this  matter,  and  the  number  of  difficulties 
experienced  in  administering  the  scheme  were  considerable. 
Details  of  the  number  of  grants  made  are  included  later  in 
the  report. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that,  largely  due  to  shortage  of 
staff  during  the  five  year  period  concerned,  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  complete  the  programme  laid  out  in  1954  in 
connection  with  Slum  Clearance.  It  would  appear  that 
many  other  Authorities  are  in  a similar  position  as  the 
Ministry  require  a further  programme  to  be  submitted  to 
them  only  when  the  Local  Authority  are  within  say  18 
months  of  the  completion  of  their  current  programme. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS  IN  THE  AREA 

These  figures  cover  the  entire  work  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  include  all  aspects  of  the 
duties  performed. 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  surveyed  (1st 

inspection)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .547 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  re-inspected  (2nd 

inspection)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,835 

Other  visits  and  inspections  (1st  inspection)  ...  932 

Other  visits  and  inspections  (2nd  inspection)  ...  1,327 

Ineffectual  visits ...  406 

Total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,047 


This  figure  is  a decrease  of  3 on  the  1958  figures. 
NOTICES  SERVED 


Informal 

Formal 

Public  Health  Acts 

77 

3 

Housing  Acts 

4 

2 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

67 

Nil 

Factories  Act 

3 

Nil 

Shops  .Act 

9 

Nil 

Clean  Air  Act 

2 

Nil 

DETAILS  AND  NUMBERS  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Public  Health  Acts 

Houses  inspected  for  nuisances 
Verminous  premises 
Other  insects 

Ponds,  ditches  and  watercourses 
Tents,  vans,  caravans  and  camps 
Keeping  of  animals 

Accumulation  of  refuse  and  provision  of  dust- 
bins 

Drainage  works  and  existing  drainage 

Other  nuisances 

Yards,  passages,  car  parks 


757 

43 

61 

32 
55 
31 

73 

743 

33 


Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning  Enquiries 

and  Collections  234 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Restaurants,  kiosks,  canteens  ...  ...  ...  212 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  162 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Ice-cream  premises  and  vehicles  ...  ...  155 

Cooked  Meat  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Milk  and  Dairy  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  14 

Slaughtering  and  Meat  inspections  ...  ...  5 

Unsound  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Informal  Sampling 

Ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Housing  Legislation 

Housing  Survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Repairs,  overcrowding,  slum  clearance  ...  172 

Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

Inspections  for  Measuring  ...  ...  ...  12 

Council  Housing 

Application  for  Council  Housing  ...  ...  265 

Routine  Council  House  inspections  ...  ...  507 

Housing  Management  enquiries  ...  ...  240 

Conditions  of  tenancy  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

Factories  Act 

Mechanical  Power  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Non-mechanical  Power  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Smoke  Abatement 

Clean  Air  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Shops  Act  49 

Miscellaneous 

Searches,  Land  Registry  ...  ...  ...  4 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 
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Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Bathing  establishments  ...  ...  ...  10 

Pet  Animals  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Camps  and  Caravans  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Visits  to  owners  or  builders  ...  ...  ...  31 

New  water  supplies  provided  ...  ...  5 

Ineffectual  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  406 


5,047 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

Members  of  the  public,  and  occupiers  of  dwellings  made  a 
total  of  493  complaints  to  the  Public  Health  Office  during 
the  year. 

Details  of  the  various  nuisances  detected  and  defects 
remedied  in  relation  to  properties  to  the  total  of  367  are  set 


out  in  the  table  below. 

Doors,  windows,  frames,  floors,  sashcords  repaired  108 
Grates,  flues,  chimneys  repaired  ...  ...  9 

Gutters,  roofs  and  rain-water  pipes  repaired  47 

Defective  and  choked  drains  remedied  ...  24 

Vermin  eradicated  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Verminous  bedding  and  furniture  destroyed  1 

Water  closets  and  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or 

renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  18 

Wall  and  ceiling  plasters  repaired  ...  ...  32 

Sinks  repaired  and  renewed  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  water  services  provided  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pavings  and  yards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defective  walls  and  pointing  renewed  ...  14 

Dampness  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ..,  ...  14 


■ RODENT  CONTROL 

All  rodent  control  work  in  the  DLstrict  is  carried  out  by  the 
Rodent  Officer  for  the  Isle  of  Wight  (Rodents  Destruction) 
Joint  Committee. 

Of  the  77  complaints  of  rodent  infestations  received  by 
this  office  all  were  referred  to  the  Rodent  Officer  who  has 
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submitted  the  following  figures  for  the  year  ending  .‘list 
December,  1959  (9  month  period). 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected  resulting 


from  notification  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Total  number  of  properties  surveyed  under  the 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pest  Act,  1949  ...  508 

Total  number  of  inspections  to  Council  owned 

properties  (Refuse  tips,  stores,  depots,  etc.)  25 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  ...  383 

Number  of  Council  houses,  business  and  indus- 
trial premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  83 

Number  of  agricultural  premises  inspected  ...  17 


Two  major  rat  infestations  within  the  area  were  located. 

Sixty-four  minor  rat  and  57  minor  mice  infestations  were 
dealt  with. 


VERMIN  AND  INSECT  CONTROL 

Flea  infestations  encountered  during  the  year  were  few  in 
number  and  not  severe  in  extent. 

In  common  with  other  districts,  many  complaints  were 
received  of  infestation  by  the  “Cluster  Fly’’,  the  swarms 
usually  localising  themselves  in  roof  spaces,  and  their 
presence  was  attributed  to  the  hot,  dry  summer.  The  means 
of  destruction  was  by  D.D.T.  smoke  generators  which 
proved  most  effectual. 

Again  considerable  work  was  carried  out  to  control  the 
breeding  of  flies  on  the  refuse  tips  in  this  district  with  some 
degree  of  success. 

The  use  of  the  Council’s  tip  at  East  Cowes  has  been 
discontinued,  except  during  busy  holiday  periods,  with  a 
result  that  the  recurring  complaints  from  a nearby  factory 
canteen  of  their  invasion  by  swarms  of  flies  have  now  ceased. 

Other  insects  dealt  with  during  the  year  included  cock- 
roaches, ants,  and  carpet  beetles  and  the  m^ans  of  destruc- 
tion employed  were  the  application  of  Pj^buthrin  base 
powders  and  chlordane/D.D.T.  base  liquid  sprays. 

The  unusually  high  number  of  96  complaints  was  received 
of  the  presence  of  wasps  nests  throughout  the  district  and 
their  destruction  by  means  of  Cymag  powder  was  undertaken 
by  the  Pulflic  Health  Department’s  staff  as  in  previous  years. 
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DRAINAGE 

The  Public  Health  Department  is  responsible  for  the 
supervision  of  all  drainage  work,  whether  to  new  or  old 
properties,  carried  out  in  the  district. 

Close  co-operation  with  the  Surveyor’s  Department, 
whereby  all  plans  submitted  for  Byelaw  approval  are  seen 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  in  order  that  the  proposed 
method  of  drainage  may  be  approved  before  installation  is 
commenced,  saves  considerable  difficulty  at  later  stages. 

743  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  drainage  instal- 
lation and  alterations  and  73  new  drainage  systems  were 
subjected  to  water  or  air  tests  under  pressure. 

The  faults  found  with  new  drainage  under  construction 
were  few  in  number  and  those  only  of  a minor  nature. 

In  connection  with  old  existing  drainage,  the  absence  of 
accurate  plans  causes  considerable  difficulty  and  additional 
work  in  tracing  the  position  and  line  of  a particular  drain 
or  “public  sewer’’.  This  is  most  apparent  when  dealing  with 
older  properties  in  the  district,  some  of  which  are  over  200 
years  old. 

Difficulty  was  also  experienced  in  the  case  of  the  renewal  of 
the  complete  drainage  system  of  one  house,  the  owner  of 
which  lived  in  Australia.  However,  following  informal 
notice  the  work  was  satisfactorily  completed  with  a minimum 
of  delay. 


HOUSING 

The  figure  of  110  houses  for  demolition  during  the  five- 
year  period  ending  in  1960,  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rent  Act,  1954,  has  unfortunately  not  been  achieved.  As 
previously  explained  this  is  largely  due  to  staff  shortage 
during  the  period. 

Every  effort  continues  to  be  made  to  keep  pace  with  the 
problem  of  Slum  Clearance  in  all  its  aspects,  individual  unfit 
houses  being  frequently  added  to  the  original  list  of  properties 
for  attention. 

The  inevitable  time-lag  between  the  original  survey  of 
properties  and  the  final  rehousing  of  the  tenants  following  a 
Clearance  Order,  was  most  marked  in  the  case  of  St.  Andrew’s 
Street  Clearance  Area,  the  occupants  enduring  extremely 
bad  housing  conditions  with  great  patience. 

The  duty  of  the  Department  in  securing  the  repair  of 
tenanted  houses  has  been  fulfilled  during  the  period  under 
review. 
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The  need  for  small  units  of  accommodation  suitable  for 
the  rehousing  of  elderly  single  persons  and  married  couples  is 
becoming  more  apparent  as  time  progresses,  and  such 
provision  will  need  earnest  consideration  in  the  future. 

An  abstract  from  the  statement  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  is  summarised  in  the 
following  return. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1957 

1.  Houses  Demolished  or  Closed 

Demolished  as  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

2.  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953 

Closed  as  a result  of  closing  orders  under 
Section  10  (1)  and  1 1 (2)  ...  ...  ...  1 

3.  Repairs 

Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  during  the  year  as  a 
result  of  informal  action  under  the  Housing 


and  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  199 

4.  Public  Health  Acts.  Formal  Action 
Housing  in  which  defects  were  remedied: — 

(fl)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authorities  in  default  of  owners  5 

♦ 

5.  Housing  Act,  1957.  Formal  Action 
Housing  in  which  defects  were  remedied: — 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authorities  in  default  of  owners  Nil 


The  total  figure  of  properties  dealt  with,  which  have  been 
either  demolished,  closed  or  in  the  process  of  clearance  since 
August,  1955,  is  70.  This  includes  twelve  individual  unfit 
dwellings  which  have  been  discovered  during  normal  housing 
inspections. 

The  total,  therefore,  remaining  of  the  original  submitted 
figure  of  110,  now  stands  at  32  dwellings,  20  having  been 
excluded  by  extension  of  useful  life. 
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RENT  ACT,  1957 

One  application  was  made  during  the  year  by  a tenant  for 
a Certificate  of  Disrepair.  A Certificate  of  Disrepair  was 
granted. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Applications  for  Discretionary  Grants  were  again  con- 
sidered by  this  Council  during  the  year. 

Twenty-four  preliminary  applications  were  received  and  9 
formal  applications  were  considered,  and  during  the  period 
were  made  grants  of  varying  proportion  of  the  total  cost  of 
the  proposed  improvements. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  system  of  Standard 
Grants,  in  July,  1959,  41  applications  were  received,  34  of 
which  were,  after  inspection,  found  to  comply  with  the 
various  requirements  making  them  eligible  to  receive  the 
permitted  amount  of  grant  for  the  improvements  involved. 

The  idea  of  the  Standard  Grant  is  to  make  easier  the 
improvement  of  older  properties  lacking  such  modern 
amenities  as  baths,  wash-hand  basins,  hot-water  supplies, 
internal  or  immediately  accessible  water-closets  and  properly 
ventilated  larders. 

This  form  of  grant  is  almost  invariably  taken  up  by  owner 
occupiers  of  older  properties,  and  on  few  occasions  by  owners 
of  tenanted  houses,  even  though  there  is  a permitted  rent 
increase  for  the  provision  of  such  additional  amenities. 

COUNCIL  HOUSING 

The  practice  of  dividing  the  administration  of  this  section 
between  the  various  departments  of  the  Council  continues  as 
previously. 

Once  again  it  is  stressed  that  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  in  this  connection  necessitates 
the  employment  of  the  available  clerical  assistance  often  to 
the  detriment  of  normal  public  health  duties  and  in  the 
present  circumstances  this  is  inevitable. 

In  common  with  many  districts  of  a similar  nature, ''diflft- 
culty  is  still  experienced  in  letting  the  more  highly  rented 
flats,  the  vast  majority  of  applicants  preferring  houses. 

Further,  in  view  of  the  number  of  applications  for  transfer 
from  flats  it  is  only  possible  to  accede  to  the  tenants  requests 
in  very  special  circumstances. 

Visits  and  inspections  numbering  1,128  were  carried  out 
in  relation  to  all  housing  management  matters  delegated  to 
the  department.  This  figure  comprised  507  monthly  routine 
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inspections  of  houses  to  determine  their  condition  of  repair, 
overcrowding,  redecoration,  observance  of  Tenancy  Con- 
ditions and  whether  the  premises  were  dirty  or  verminous. 

As  a result  of  these  yearly  inspections  326  recommenda- 
tions for  repairs  and  52  for  redecoration  were  made  to  the 
Surveyor’s  Department  who  are  responsible  for  the  repair 
and  supervision  of  maintenance  of  all  Council  houses.  This 
figure  relates  to  the  9 months  from  January  to  September, 
after  which  the  inspections  were  discontinued  owing  to  the 
extent  of  other  duties. 

The  number  of  new  houses  built  within  the  Urban  District 
for  the  year  was  as  follows: — 

Local  Authority  ...  26  houses 

Housing  Association  Nil  houses 

Private  Enterprise  ...  31  houses 


Total  ...  ...  57  houses 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

PREMISES 

Considerable  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  the 
original  survey  of  food  premises  with  a view  to  securing  full 
compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955. 

With  the  exception  of  some  of  the  Licensed  Premises,  a 
full  survey  has  been  completed. 

The  number  of  premises  subject  to  the  provisions  of  these 


Regulations  is  appended:— 

Restaurants,  kiosks,  canteens  ...  ...  ...  36 

Butchers  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Fishmongers,  Poulterers,  and  fried  fish  shops  10 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  17 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Bakehouses,  bakers  and  confectioners  ...  12 

Cooked  meat  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Meat  storage  depots  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Hotels  and  Clubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 


814  visits  and  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with 
food  premises  to  which  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  apply. 
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The  following  list  of  items  included  in  informal  notices 
indicates  the  defects  and  contraventions  found  as  a result  of 
the  115  original  inspections. 


Number  of  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  67 

Defects  and  contraventions  specified  in  notices: — 

Cleansing  enforced  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Redecoration  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Protection  of  foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Wash-hand  basins  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sinks  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  • 1 

Hot  water  supplies  provided  ...  ...  14 

Ventilation  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  1 

Lighting  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  5 

Low  temperatures  storage  provided  ...  1 

Personal  cleanliness  (nail  brushes,  towels, 

etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Storage  of  staff  clothing  ...  ...  ...  3 

First-aid  materials  provided  ...  ...  1 

New  dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  8 


Very  definite  improvement  both  in  the  actual  structure  of 
premises  and  in  food-handling  methods  has  been  achieved 
during  the  year,  and  advice  and  instruction  has  been  given 
by  the  Inspectors  to  both  management  and  staff  of  food 
premises  in  a sustained  effort  to  secure  a high  standard  of  > 
hygiene. 


FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED 

The  amount  of  various  foods  which  were  condemned 
and  voluntarily  surrendered  during  the  year  under  review  are 
given  below: — 

655  tins  and  jars  of  fish,  fruit,  vegetables. 


milk  and  cooked  meats  ...  ...  ...  1,568^  lbs. 

Fish 84  lbs. 

Cheese  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  125|  lbs. 

Sausages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112  Jibs. 

Meat  and  offal  ...  ...  ...  ...  301  lbs. 

Bacon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37  lbs. 


2,228J  lbs. 


Making  a total  of  19  cwts.,  3 qrs.,  16J  lbs. 
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ICE  CREAM 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Section  16 

The  number  of  premises  registered  in  this  district  for 
the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  is  now  87. 

Four  new  registrations  were  made  during  1959. 

Forty-one  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  the  results  of  which  were  as  follows: — 


Grade  I 


20  samples 

6 samples 
8 samples 

7 samples 


Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


Two  rinse- water  samples  were  taken  in  connection  with 
Grade  IV  samples  where  it  was  apparent  that  the  trouble 
was  caused  by  unsatisfactory  servers.  The  results  provided 
the  evidence  whereby  the  fault  was  overcome. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  include  1 manufacturer 
who  uses  a cold  mix  product. 

Co-operation  with  the  officers  of  another  Island  Authority, 
together  with  correspondence  with  the  firm  concerned, 
resulted  in  the  correction  of  a production  fault  in  a manu- 
facturing plant  in  that  area  whereby  previously  unsatis- 
factory ice-cream  samples  were  improved  to  produce  Grade  I 
results. 

Concern  was  felt  by  this  Department  with  the  advent  of  a 
new  form  of  open  display  service-counter  by  a local  retailer, 
of  the  possibility  of  risk  of  contamination  by  dust  or  other 
air-borne  organisms.  This  fear  was  allayed  by  the  procedure 
of  taking  a series  of  samples  at  short  intervals  all  of  which, 
after  examination,  were  returned  as  Grade  I. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLING 


For  the  period  from  April,  1959  to  March,  1960,  samples  of 
food  and  drugs  taken  for  analysis  in  the  Cowes  area  by  the 
Isle  of  Wight  County  Council,  who  are  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority,  are  as  follows: — 
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Casserole  Meat 

Unsatisfactory 
Totalt.  Composition.  Label 

1 — 1 

Ice-cream 

1 

— 

— 

Casserole  Steak 

1 

— 

1 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence 

2 

— 

— 

Condensed  Milk  (Skimmed) 

2 

— 

— 

Condensed  Milk  (Full  Cream) 

1 

— 

— 

Custard  Powder 

1 

— 

— 

Milk  

15 

— 

— 

Fruit  Salad 

3 

— 

— 

Garden  Peas  ... 

2 

— 

— 

Ice-cream  mix. 

1 

— 

1 

Jam,  Blackcurrant 

1 

— 

— 

Jam,  Strawberry 

I 

— 

— 

Lard,  Pure  American 

1 

— 

— 

Lemon  Juice  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

1 

— 

— 

Salmon  (Canadian  Fancy  Pink) 

1 

— 

— 

Stewed  Steak  with  Gravy 

1 

— 

— 

Totals:  

37 

— 

3 

Unsatisfactory  samples: 

Ice-cream  mix.  Labelling  infringement. 

Manufacturer 

advised. 

Casserole  steak.  Labelling  infringement.  Importer 


advised. 

Casserole  meat.  Labelling  infringement.  Importer 
advised. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Sampling  Officers  of  the  Isle  of  Wight 
County  Council  for  these  figures. 

MILK  SUPPLIES 

Thirty  persons  are  registered  as  Distributors  under  the 
appropriate  Milk  and  Dairies  legislation  in  this  district,  24  of 
these  Registrations  are  in  respect  of  retail  shops  where  the 
milk  is  sold  in  sealed  bottles  as  received  from  the  supplier. 

Four  premises  are  registered  as  Dairies.  * 

Licences  for  the  sale  of  designated  milks  as  required  by  the 
Special  Designation  Orders  are  in  force  in  the  following 
instances. 

For  use  of  the  Special  Designation  “Pasteurized” 

23  dealers 

For  use  of  the  Special  Designation  “Sterilized”  1 dealer 
For  use  of  the  Special  De.signation  “Tuberculin  Tested” 

15  dealers 
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Nine  supplementary  licences  were  granted  to  persons 
whose  main  Dealers  Licences  were  issued  by  neighbouring 
Authorities. 

In  February  of  this  year  the  Milk  and  Dairy  (General) 
Regulations,  1959,  were  made  and  came  into  operation  on 
8th  March. 

The  new  Regulations  divide  persons  concerned  with  milk 
production  into  Dairy  Farmers  and  Distributors;  Dairy 
Farmers  and  Dairy  Farms  need  to  be  registered  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  and  there  is  a 
prohibition  against  their  use  unless  so  registered. 

Distributors  and  Dairies  other  than  Dairy  Farms  continue 
to  be  registered  by  the  Local  Authorities. 

The  major  part  of  the  Regulations  is  concerned  with 
recpiirements  as  to  buildings,  milking  houses  and  milk  rooms 
and  preventing  risk  of  contamination  of  milk  by  improper 
handling,  processing  or  storage. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

There  is  a total  of  291  shops  in  this  District,  and  the 
keeping  of  a register  of  such  premises  is  a legal  obligation. 

The  anomalies  contained  within  this  Act  continue  to 
present  great  difficulty  in  its  administration.  On  receipt 
of  specific  complaints  of  the  sale  of  certain  commodities  in 
contravention  of  the  law,  the  Local  Authority  has  no 
alternative  but  to  make  the  necessary  investigation,  but 
revision  of  the  existing  law  is  long  overdue  and  this  conten- 
tion is  supported  by  the  difficulties  experienced  by  other 
Local  Authorities  who  have  endeavoured  to  enforce  the 
law  regarding  “closing  hours”. 

The  number  of  Shops  Act  inspections  made  during  the 
year  was  49  which  included  evening  and  Sunday  observations. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  weekly  samples  from  the  towns  water  supply,  taken 
since  1955  at  the  request  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Water  Board 
have  been  discontinued. 

The  sampling  for  bacteriological  analysis  is  now  undertaken 
by  the  Water  Board  themselves  and  copies  of  the  Analyst’s 
reports  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Department,  any  unsatis- 
factory results  being  check  sampled. 

The  installation  of  new  mains  in  the  area  has  resulted  in 
considerable  lessening  of  the  number  of  unsatisfactory 
samples. 


25 


Tabulated  below  are  the  results  of  the  169  samples  taken: — 


West  Cowes 

Satis- 

factory 

Sus- 

picious 

Unsat- 

isfactory 

Total 

Broadfields  Well 

• • • 

7 

3 

9 

19 

Newport  Road  Reservoirs 

• • • 

7 

1 

17 

25 

Low  level  area  ... 

• • • 

12 

2 

I 

15 

Tower  area 

Newport  Road  Filtered 

... 

15 

1 

1 

17 

water  area 

• • • 

15 

2 

3 

20 

Newport  supply  area 

... 

15 

— 

— 

15 

East  Cowes 

Tower  area 

18 

18 

Reservoir  area 

• • • 

20 

1 

— 

21 

Newport  supply  area 

. . . 

17 

1 

1 

19 

It  will  be  seen  that  of  the  total  125  samples — taken  from 
consumers'  taps  (treated  water),  13  or  10.4%  were  classified 
as  Suspicious  and  Unsatisfactory. 

Twenty  samples  were  taken  from  domestic  taps  within  the 
Newport  Road  Filtered  water  area,  which  because  of  its 
source  is  kept  under  constant  observation.  Five  of  these 
samples,  or  25%  were  classified  as  Suspicious  or  Unsatis- 
factory. 

Chemical  water  sample 

Sample  of  water  from  sub-floor  space  at  26  Yarborough 
Road,  East  Cowes.  Taken  24th  February,  1959. 

Observations 

“These  results  show  that  the  water  is  not  contam- 
inated with  sewage  and  it  is  not  surface  rain  water. 
In  my  opinion  the  chemical  composition  is  consistent 
with  a leak  from  the  public  water  supply’’. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  Williams 

' Public  Analyst 

SWIMMING  AND  PADDLING  POOLS 

The  only  swimming  pool  in  the  district  is  in  the  grounds  of 
the  Gurnard  Pines  Holiday  Camp,  and  is  in  continual  use  by 
holiday  visitors  during  the  summer  months  and  is  also  used 
for  swimming  instruction  to  children  by  the  Isle  of  Wight 
Education  Authority  by  permission  of  the  Camp  owners. 
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The  modern  filtration  and  chlorination  plant  in  use  resulted 
in  5 satisfactory  results  being  obtained  from  the  6 samples 
of  the  pool  water  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis. 
The  remaining  sample  producing  a mildly  unsatisfactory 
result  due  to  some  untraceable  source. 

The  paddling  pool  water  produced  satisfactory  results  from 
the  6 samples  taken. 

The  advice  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  was  sought  by 
another  camp  owner  who  proposed  to  instal  a paddling  pool 
at  a local  caravan  park.  Particulars  of  suitable  chlorination 
apparatus  were  provided  for  his  consideration  and  advice 
given  regarding  the  mode  of  construction,  means  of  aeration 
and  general  operation  of  the  pool. 

The  Paddling  Pool  at  East  Cowes  Esplanade  owned  by  the 
Local  Authority  continued  to  produce  unsatisfactory  results 
from  samples  of  the  water  submitted  for  analysis  and  in  view 
of  the  high  cost  of  installing  some  adequate  form  of  chlorina- 
tion plant  the  Council  decided  to  discontinue  its  use  by 
draining  the  water  from  the  pool. 

TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS  AND  SIMILAR  STRUCTURES 

At  the  year’s  end  there  were  181  moveable  dwellings 
licensed  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
in  this  area. 

There  were  4 camps  catering  for  the  needs  of  the  holiday 
caravans  and  the  2 camps  at  East  Cowes  have  residential  site 
licences  for  those  caravans  occupied  throughout  the  year. 

The  permanent  caravan  sites  are  all  provided  with  toilet 
blocks  containing  closets  connected  to  water-carriage  systems 
of  drainage. 

The  failure  of  the  previous  year  to  obtain  the  sanction  of 
the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to  local 
Byelaws  for  increased  control  over  the  numerous  huts  and 
other  temporary  buildings  along  our  coastal  areas,  resulted 
in  little  improvement  being  achieved  in  connection  with 
emptying  of  chemical  closets,  collection  of  refuse,  provision 
of  water  supplies  and  the  general  state  of  maintenance  of 
these  buildings. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (MILK  AND  DAIRIES)  ACTS,  1944 
URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  COWES 

Samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  from  herds 
whose  milk  is  retailed  raw  without  heat  treatment.  These 
samples  were  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Winchester,  for  the  presence  of  live  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  T.B.  during  1959  ...  52 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  positive  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  samples  in  which  Brucella  Abortus  was 

isolated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Local  Authorities  or  “District  Councils’’  as  they  are 
termed  under  the  Factory  Act,  1937,  are  responsible  for 
administering  the  provisions  relating  to: — . , 

Sanitary  conveniences  in  all  types  of  factories; 

Cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature  and  ventilation 
in  non-mechanical  power  factories;  and 

Homework  (Outworkers) — Condition  of  premises  in 
relation  to  health  of  outworkers. 

A summary  of  the  information  required  by  the  Ministry  is 
tabulated  below: — 


Part  I of  the  Act 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

5 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

78 

25 

3 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

4 

2 

Total 

87 

29 

3 

— 
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2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they 
are  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”). 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defeers  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Found 

Remed- 

ied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

2 

_ 





Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

— 

3 

— ■ 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  relat- 

in  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

6 

6 

— 

3 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


OUTWORK.  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  out- 
workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Sect. 
110  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in 

unwhole- 

some 

premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Lampshades 

85 



— 

— 

— 

Other  classes  of  work 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

86 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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